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Royal Geelong Yacht Club has a long 
association with the International Cadet class. 
In the past five years 17 junior members of 
RGYC have earned the selection right to 
sail in the World Championship, several of 
them multiple times and once as a World 
Championship winning crew in that time. This 
is a truly outstanding result and testament 
to the camaraderie and culture of the young 
sailors and families involved in the class at 
our club.

This past year we have had two World 
Championships, with one in the Southern 
Hemisphere in Argentina and more recently 
in the Netherlands, because the Worlds are 
traditionally held in summer meaning that 
they were only six months apart. RGYC has 
continually had members in each of the 
past five World Australian teams and this 

year was no exception with Dominic Randall 
and Elliot Hughes going to Argentina and 
Sophie Alexander and Tim McCoy venturing 
to the Netherlands. Both crews encountered 
difficult light air conditions at the two venues. 
Argentina was very tidal with light winds and 
a very short, sharp chop. Dominic and Elliot 
finished 31st overall in a result that did not do 
them justice. Netherlands was once again a 
lightish regatta, with big wind-shifts on the 
inland lake course. Sophie and Tim had a few 
highlights, leading races at times and they 
improved strongly in the second half of the 
regatta to finish 34th.

The Cadet is a two person, under 17 age boat 
with generally an older skipper providing a 
mentor role to the young crew who in turn 
takes on the skipper role as the older sailor 
moves on. This leads to a high retention rate 

and it is pleasing to see Sophie and Dominic 
(who both began as Cadet crews) teaming 
up to sail a 29er and both Elliot and Tim 
have moved onto skippering and begin the 
mentoring and development role to their new 
crews and so it goes on.

As incumbent Australian Coach and on behalf 
of Dominic, Sophie, Elliot, Tim and all our 
fantastic Cadet sailors I would like to thank 
RGYC and  the members for their fantastic 
support over the years and no doubt into the 
future. We are the envy of many clubs with 
the support we receive. Bravo RGYC.

Tony Bull
Australian International Cadet Team  
Head Coach


